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“A Pleasing Aroma”      Text – Leviticus 1  


Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ.
If you have cooked food for others, you will have, at one time or another, been jokingly thanked for serving up ‘a burnt offering.’  You got distracted for a moment or you took a phone call, and just that minute or two extra was too long for the food and there is now more carbon in the world.  So maybe you had to scrape some of the black off or maybe it was very slight and could be eaten anyway, but someone has trotted out the ‘burnt offering’ joke.  
Well, the phrase ‘burnt offering’ comes from what we have just read about in the Bible.  But the burnt offering of the Bible was no joke.  With other offerings, a part could be kept for the priests and/or the people, but not with the burnt offering.  The whole carcass was to be burnt and would go up in smoke.  1 Sam. 7:9 calls this offering ‘the whole burnt offering.’
There is what they call ‘bird flu’ among the chickens of the Netherlands at the moment.  And so they have had to burn 1000’s of animals.  It takes a long time and there is smoke everywhere and a horrible smell.  
So one commentator describes the burnt offering as a holocaust.  It is no joke at all.
Well, today we want to consider the burnt offering, and especially how it is described in vv9, 13, and 16, where it is called “an aroma pleasing to the Lord.”  And very simply, once we have walked through the verses of Leviticus 1, we will skip over to the NT and look at all of the three places in the NT where this same phrase is used.  
The Lord’s Day we have read uses the language of sacrifice.  It talks about sin and justice and punishment and whether or not creatures can pay our debt.  So we consider the burnt offering today in order to see what it teaches us about sin and salvation, and especially to see what it teaches us about the sacrifice of Jesus.  
1. Well, even before we begin to look at the detail of this chapter, it is worth noting that the very existence of Leviticus already teaches us a vital lesson.  Adam in the Garden of Eden was told, “You may eat from every tree of the garden except the Tree of the knowledge of Good and Evil.  For in the day that you eat of it, you shall surely die.”  God is a holy and perfect God.  As His creatures, He deserves our perfect obedience.  But we are not perfect are we.  In fact, we are born with a sinful nature and we sin, grievously.  And so, as sinners, we deserve to die.  But we saw a week or two ago that after their sin, God came to Adam and Eve and gave them, again, the opportunity of life.  He called on them to believe in one that He would send to crush the head of the serpent; He called on them, by faith, to believe in Jesus.  
And do you boys and girls remember what God did next?  He gave Adam and Eve garments of skin to cover them.  An animal died so that Adam and Eve did not need to die.  Blood flowed from an animal so that Adam and Eve’s blood did not need to flow.  So right there, God was teaching Adam and Eve, and us, something about how our sins could be forgiven.  It is possible for another to shed His blood and die in our place, that we might live.  
And that same truth is plain in the existence of Leviticus.  The people of Israel were sinners.  They deserved death.  But God makes provision for sacrifice so that they may live.  For by this sacrifice, they too can look forward to the one to come who will truly be the sacrifice for sins.  And so, the very existence of Leviticus 1 is good news for sinners!
2. But let’s look now at the process of the burnt offering as it is described here, noting first of all what is said about the victim.
a. It could be a bull, from v2, or a sheep/goat from v10, or it could also be a turtle dove/pigeon, from v14.  
i. And other parts of Leviticus help us see that the possibility of using a dove/pigeon was so that the poor could also make a sacrifice.  
b. But note also that the animal or bird was to be without defect.  And why was this?  Because only the best was suitable to be offered to this glorious and holy God.  
i. Later on in Israel’s history, the prophet Malachi had to come to the people with this rebuke: “When you bring blind animals for sacrifice, is that not wrong?  When you sacrifice crippled or diseased animals, is that not wrong?  Try offering them to your governor!  Would he be pleased with you?  Would he accept you?" says the LORD Almighty.”  
A. And the Lord’s point is plain isn’t it.  How could we possibly think that God is worth anything less than our best?
3. But note next what is said about the offerer.
a. He was to bring the animal to the entrance to the tent.  That is where sacrifices were to be made and nowhere else.  Why?  Why did the people of Israel have to come to the tabernacle or the temple to sacrifice?  Why couldn’t they do it at home, for example?  Why this rigmarole of repeated visits to the temple courtyard!!!  
i. Well, by way of illustration, if I was to give you a set of instructions for how to build a certain type of paper airplane, and then send you all back home so that you could build that plane from memory, what would happen?  Some would make the airplane I asked you to make, but some would make frogs, some would use the paper to write a shopping list on the way home, some would lose the paper before they got home, some would completely forget once they got home that they had to make a paper airplane, and others would go home and google paper airplanes and discover another way to make them.  Right? 

ii. Well, in Leviticus 17:1-9, the Lord, knowing full well that the people of Israel would do these same things if they were allowed to sacrifice to Him in any old place at any old time requires them to sacrifice in one place and in one way.  The worship of God is too important and we are so prone to go our own way, that God lays down exactly how He is to be worshipped.  
4. Well, next we see that the hand of the offerer was to be placed on the head of the animal.  
a. And it appears from here and elsewhere that at this moment, the offerer would explain the reason why this sacrifice was being made – he or she would name the sin.  And so, there is this symbolic transfer of sin and its guilt from the offerer to the victim.  
i. One of the elements of prayer is the confession of sin.  We do it in here when we are together and we do it out there in our homes and in private also.  Isaac Watts has a hymn in which he speaks about the one confessing his sin and the Lord Jesus with these words, “My faith would lay her hand on that dear head of Thine, while like the penitent I stand, and there confess my sin.”  And that’s a very beautiful way to think about the confession of sin, isn’t it.  To picture yourself, as it were, laying your hand on the head of the Lord Jesus transferring to Him your sin and guilt.
5. Well, next we see the slaughter.
a. The offerer himself was to cut the throat of the animal or to wring off the head of the bird.  
i. Just think on that for a moment.  We have two rabbits and a cat at home.  I was asked the other day if I could end their lives if they were ill.  But I am a soft lily-livered townie who would find it hard to do that to Bubbles and Midnight and Misty.  Boo hoo…  But just imagine the noise of the lowing cattle and the bleating sheep and the squawking birds, and the smell of blood as it squirts out!!!
6. And look at v5 where we see what then happened with the blood.  
a. It was to be caught and sprinkled against the altar on all sides at the entrance to the tent of meeting.  
i. How many times a day did a priest collect a bucket of blood and walk around the altar sprinkling it on the sides?!  Hundreds/thousands maybe.  (Walk down to LS table)  
b. But the poured out blood was the evidence that the life of the victim had been poured out unto the Lord.  It spelt out the death of the victim.  Hebrews 9:22 says, “Without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.”  
i. And what did Jesus call the wine when He offered it to His disciples at the Last Supper?  “My blood of the covenant.”  
ii. And do you remember how John the Baptist described Jesus when he first saw him?  “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!”  
iii. Hebrews 13:12 says, “And so Jesus also suffered outside the city gate to make the people holy through His own blood.”
c. (Go over to baptismal font) Now, let’s pause here to consider a secondary point.  It will not have escaped your attention that we baptize with the sprinkling of water.  We do not fully immerse baptizees in a pool of water, which many believers think is the only way that a person may properly be baptized.  Now, we do not think it wrong to fully immerse someone in baptism.  But we sprinkle because of what we read here in Leviticus 1 and its parallel passages throughout the OT & NT.  Listen to Hebrews 9:13-14, “The blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkled on those who are ceremonially unclean sanctify them so that they are outwardly clean.  How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to death, so that we may serve the living God!”  Read through the OT and read through the Book of Hebrews, especially, and you will see blood and sprinkling referred to again and again and again.  And the water of baptism is the symbol of the blood of Jesus, which is why we sprinkle.  
7. But moving on, we come lastly to the burning itself.  
a. And note from v6 that not only did the offerer have to kill the animal, he also had to skin it and cut it into pieces!  And then the priests had to arrange the wood on the altar and then arrange the pieces of the carcass, including the head and the fat and the inner parts and the legs on top.  
i. And this language of cutting the pieces and arranging the wood and the sacrifice on the altar should be sending our thoughts back in the Bible and forward in the Bible.  
A. In Genesis 15, God appears to Abram to make a covenant with him.  And the Lord told Abram to bring to Him a heifer, a goat and a ram, a dove and a young pigeon.  Sound familiar?  And do you boys and girls remember what Abram did next?  “Abram brought all these to Him, cut them in two and arranged the halves opposite each other; the birds, however, he did not cut in half.”  
1) And here in Lev 1, the carcasses are to be cut into pieces, but not the birds.
B. But think also of Genesis 22 and the almost sacrifice of Isaac.  And you boys and girls will surely remember that story!  As they are heading to the place, what did Isaac ay to his father?  “"The fire and wood are here," Isaac said, "but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?"”  So it was to be a burnt offering.  And when they have arrived at the place of God’s choosing, what do we read?  “Abraham built an altar there and arranged the wood on it.  He bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood.  Then he reached out his hand and took the knife to slay his son.”  
1) And here in Lev. 1 the priests are to put fire on the altar and arrange the wood on the fire and to arrange the sacrifice on the altar.  
C. So from Abram way back in OT history, we travel through Lev. 1 and all the way to Calvary where the body of Jesus is arranged on the wood of the cross.  And His hands and feet are cut by the jagged nails.  And His side is pierced by the soldier’s spear.  And hell is described for us in Scripture as a place of fire.  And on the cross, Jesus endures the agonies of hell.
D. And all of this is pictured for us in the burning of the victim
b. But let’s recall also what we said earlier about the entire animal needing to be burned on the altar.  Was this a symbol, do you think, of the complete dedication and consecration of the offerer to God?  He offered all of the animal to God and kept back none for himself.  Or do you think this is about the complete and utter destruction of the victim?  
i. Well, I hope your answer is Yes!  It is both.  In terms of the victim, death and destruction is entire.  The offering for sin is completely destroyed.  But it is precisely because the victim is destroyed that the offerer may remain alive.  
ii. And is it conceivable then that the sincere offerer goes away unconcerned by his sin?  This offering demands the total dedication and consecration to God of the offerer.  
iii. I deserve to die!  I live because this substitute has taken my place in destruction.  I desire now to live unto God!  
iv. And can we not help but recall those terrible but beautiful words spoken by Jesus from the cross, “It is finished!”  A complete sacrifice for sin has been made.  I have been destroyed by the wrath of God.  “It is finished!”
Do you see then, beloved people of God, why three times in this chapter, we read, “It is a burnt offering, an offering made by fire, an aroma pleasing to the Lord.”

So turn with me please to Ephesians 5:1-2.  There we read, “Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children and live a life of love, just as Christ loved us and gave Himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.”  
The one who brought a burnt offering to the Lord had to come again and again and again because, as it says in Hebrews 10:4, “It is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins.  But as Hebrews 10 continues, “We have been made holy through the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.”  He truly is THE fragrant offering!

So turn with me next to 2 Corinthians 2:14-16.  “But thanks be to God, who always leads us in triumphal procession in Christ and through us spreads everywhere the fragrance of the knowledge of him.  For we are to God the aroma of Christ among those who are being saved and those who are perishing.  To the one we are the smell of death; to the other, the fragrance of life.”  
So which is Jesus Christ to you, my friend?  Is He the smell of death because you refuse to believe in Him?  
We have talked today about the bloody death of these animal sacrifices.  But at least they died and their misery was ended.  In hell, the misery is forever.  There is no death to end the agony.  It is this scene of fire and pain and blood that we have read of, magnified 10,000 times, but without an end.  And that is the destiny of all who reject Jesus.  
Or is Jesus, to you, the fragrance of life?  Can you say, I know I deserve death and hell, but heaven is mine because in the sacrifice of Jesus I have the forgiveness of my sins?  
And please turn now to Philippians 4:18.  Paul says, “I have received full payment and even more; I am amply supplied, now that I have received from Epaphroditus the gifts you sent.  They are a fragrant offering, an acceptable sacrifice, pleasing to God.”  The Philippian believers sent a gift to Paul and he called it “a fragrant offering, an acceptable sacrifice, pleasing to God.”  
Believer, the Lord does not require you, as a NT Christian, to bring animal sacrifices to Him.  But you have been created for good works, as Ephesians 2 makes plain.  And every word you speak and every deed you do, done because of what Christ has done for you and done because you love the Lord is “a fragrant offering, an acceptable sacrifice, pleasing to God.”  
So tomorrow, when you are faced with an opportunity to do what is right or what is wrong, think back to Jesus who gave Himself up for you as a fragrant offering and think now about how you have the opportunity to give to the Lord the fragrant offering of your obedience to His commands.  
And we don’t need to turn back there, but please listen again to the first half of Ephesians 5:1-2, “Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children and live a life of love, just as Christ loved us and gave Himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.”  
Speak the truth. 

"In your anger do not sin": Do not let the sun go down while you are still angry,  

Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths.  

Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every form of malice.  

Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other.  

Among you there must not be even a hint of sexual immorality, or of any kind of impurity, or of greed.  
Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery.  

Wives, submit to your husbands.  
Husbands, love your wives.
Children, obey your parents.  
Fathers, do not exasperate your children; 
Employees, work hard for your employers, with respect and fear, and with sincerity of heart.  
And Employers, treat your staff in the same way. 

“Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children and live a life of love, just as Christ loved us and gave Himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.”  
Amen.
